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ODDITIES IN]
SHANGHAI
et

Smiling Round the World

By
MARSHALL P. WILDER

(Copyright, by Joseph B, Bowles,)

When 1 first arrived in Shanghai it
was gomething of a shock to hear our
honorable consul general say to the
boy when sending upstairs for a friend
to come down to my room, "Boy, go
topside, look-see can ketchee Mr. M,
fiposie have got, tellee come down-
gide,” to which the boy answered as
gserlously, “Can do,” and disappeared.

A story I8 told in Shanghal of a Rus-
glan diplomat who fell in love with a
charming German lady, Unfortunate-
1y nelther could speak the other's lan-
guage and were at a standstill as to
how they were golng to conduct the
love-making. They could both talk
pigeon English, however, and fell back
on that, When anyone in China makes
a contract they say "Can putee in
book," so the Rusgian, looking unutter-
able love at his falr lady, cooed soft-
Iy, "My likee you—aposee you lkee
my, can puteo in book?" To which she
ghyly answered, “Can do,”" and they
Wwere marrled,

Chen Dong, head boy In the dining
room of the Astor House, who is quite
a famous charncter in the east and
Known to everyone, still talked the
ridiculous plgeon English, though he
could speak very gond English. He
had, by his Ingratiating and amiling
elvilities, ' accumulated a  fortune of
$15,000, a priocely sum for one-of his
class and, thongh he demiéd It roundly,
was sald to possess elght wives.

Oune thing surprised me very much,
and that was the gharp line drawn be-

PEOPLE SIT BY THE RAILING WHICH
A SORT OF TABLE.

tween the natives and the white peo-
ple. No matter how high a Chinaman’s
rank, there are certain clubs and ho-
tels wherée he would not be admitted,
and I was astonished and hurt to find
that I would not be allowed to enter-
taln at tifin in my hotel a Chinege
friend of mine who was of high ofil-
clal standing, a graduate of Yale and
a charming gentleman.

It seemed an unfair law, when at
the next table to mine was a party of
{ll-bred Japanese, who gurgled thelr
goup and made other unpleasant

‘[Puuli lﬂl'l m \“l"’ )

He Prances In Curvetting Handsomely.

nolses not usually assocated with po-
lite tablfe manoers.
L] L] L] [ ] [ ] L]

I found that in polat of ddvancement
in the drama the Chinese could not be
comphred with the Japanese.

In fact, there ip po staging or acting
st adl, in the senne that we utderstand
it
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The stage I8 :ﬂeru!) a Falsad plat: |
form. with -a row of mw
the front, each little jet blinking for:
lornly at the top of a plece of plpe
| that sticks bravely up for four or five
‘inghen. © Another row of lights is over |
the stage, and at the back two eurs
talned doorwiys complete the entire
Btage Arrangements.

At the back of the stagh between
the doorways slts the orchestra, & cols
leetion of necve-racking Instruments,
that ghriek and wheeze and bang, es-
pacially upon the entrance of proml-
nent actors,

The play begins at seven, and short.
ly after that time the tables on the
ground floor are fully occupled by Chi-
nege sipping the tea that Is an Inevl
table part of every entertainment, so-
elal call or business meeting.

One dollar, Mexlcan, pays the en-
trance fee, entitles one to a place at
one of the tables, a program and tea
all the evening. Extra refreshments,
such as fruit, nuts, sweets and the
ublquitons melon seed, are charged at
the rate of 20 cents a bowl

The attendants who keep renewing
the tea cups do so by adding hot wa-
ter, never more tea, but the plnch of
tea leaves In the bottom of each cup
seem to possess wonderful powers of
endurance,

In the baleony, that contalns the
best seats, for which extra charge is
made, people sit by the raillng, which
Is broadened out into a sort of table.
On this they lean, and place thelr tea
and refreshments. I

The walters walk about op & narrow:
platform outslde of the balcony rall,
dispensing the hot water and eatables,
cccasionally passing around mnapkins
gcalding hot with steam, that are eon-
sidered very refreshing for wiping thel
hands and face, :

Chinamen and thelr wives nttehd:
the theater together, the only pu'nllc,
place where a man ig seen with hisy
wife, She Is glways spoken of by him'
as “my little stay-at-home,"” when he
doesn’t politely refér to her as “my,;
dull thorn" or "my stupld one.”

1 saw - one. Chinege. lady, . richly
dressed and thickly palnted, sitting de-
murely beside her Imposing looking
husband. She was smoking a beauti-
ful gold water pipe that.my Chinese
friend. ‘assnred me ocost no lesas than
$300 in gold, or nearly $600 Mexican.

A strange dlstinetion s made by
gerving with special cups women who

I8 BROADENED OUT INTO

are notorions. The attendants are
supposed to know them all, and when
they come In attended by thelr Chi-
nese gallants, Instead of recelving
their tea In the flowered cups that

everyone elge has, they are perved
in cups of plain green ching,
L] L ] L] L] L ] L ]

The play lg well under way when we
enter, and painted - and  gorgeously
robed actors are shrieking (apparent-
ly out of the top of thelr heads) In
falsetto volces.

The progress of the play is highly
amusing to a forelgner, for, there be
ing no curtaln, the action is mever in-
terrupted even though the stage hands
are on the stage guite a8 much as the
actors,

This seems at first rather a useless
performance, but after awhile one rea-
lizes that If an actor dldn't give some
Idea of who he was, and what he In-
tended to do, 1t would be difficult to
plek him out and follow his perform-
ance amid the confusion and' bustle of
stage hands arranging or removing
properties and make-belleve scenio
effects.

Though there I8 no scenery there
nre crude attempts at properties. For
Instance, a plece of muslin lald down
to represent a river; a curtaln hung
from (wo bamboo poles held, by
coolleg Is a temple gate; draped chalrs
and tables are rocks and mountgins,
and a boat s made of two chairs with
& pit of cloth stretched between.

When an actor (8 supposed to enter
on horseback he prances in, curvet-
ting hnnqpum 1y, The whole perform:
ance is sip y reminiscent of child-
ish days, when “1el's pretend” turned
everything to exciting reallties,

When the actor has informed the
audience what hé Is going to do he
retires, and then makes his proper en
trance, golng through afl the detalls as
he has promised them. Ad he climbs
over the mountains, or gets out of his
boat, the stage hands quickly remove
them, ar, should he enter the temple

aseful "n'urh*em lﬁd it et

combat he has a most Impressive
stage, to the great dellght of the audl:’

| ence, who do not seem to pércelve

any incongrulty when he gets up, after
he I8 thoroughly dead, éven to the last
little shiver, and calmly walks off.

The actors ecither wear masks of
painted silk or gaure, or else paint
thelr own faces with water colors and
& brush untll all semblance of a hu-
man face I obliterated.

There are no aciregses, men Assum-
ing every part. When they make up for

Tells Just What He Is Oolng to Do.

women they wear wigs and: put btmh
of wood under their feet to counterfeit
the proper walk of ladies
along on their “Golden Lillled," as the

4 Chinese admiringly style the dreadful
| littla hoof-like feet a Chiness woman

gpends years of torture in obtaining,

Vaudevlile,
maglelans and Imitators, sometimes
varles the performance.

Approval 18 not shown by clapping
the hands, but by grunts of Jdifferent
modulation. )

There are numerous traveling
theatrical companies in China, and
these generally piteh thelr tents in the
temple courts, thus affording the peo-

one stone and combine amusement
with religion.

If one can endure & Chinese theater
until the end of the performance, the
deafening orchesira, and tho falsetto
volces, he will fipd “that two ushers
come to the front of the stage and an-
nounce that the play i{s finished. Chi-
nege plays never end In any culminat-
Ing climax, Indicating to the people
that all is ended, so this announce
ment 18 really necessary.

The plays generally abound in pre-
posterous heroes and . characters,
though occasionally a scene of home
life will be represented, glving a for-
elgner an Inslght into customs, abso-
lutely unattainable In any other way,

But with thelr faces painted out of
all human semblance, thelr exaggerat”
ed and unnatural volces, walk and
manner, together with a constant jum-
ble of properties and stage hands,
with thelr feeble make-belleves, com-
bine in produclng a most .amusing
and absurd ensemble.

We were not altogether sorry that
we had endured unto the end, though
the boredom was beyond anything I
can remember, Wa, . kept our seats,
mentally classing ourselves with' the
caller who, with a winstiog smile, sald
to the Mttle girl who' occupled ~the
study while her father, an eminent Ut-
erary man, was at dinher:

“I suppose, my deqr, that you assist
your papa by entertaining the bores?"

“Yas, sir replied i'the little girl,
gravely, “please m.m

I know of only one thing in C'hll!-l
that 1s funnier, and that is a practice
drill of soldlers, whigh may actuglly ba
seen within 200 miles of Shanghal.

Here they use waapons of a pattern
as ancient as the first Crusaders,
spears with-triple points: and battle
axes on long poles, A ‘row of soldfers
armed with these anthua ourios stapd

and armed with rifleg of. m‘ﬁsm
of the American civil war. In front of
these a third row of mep le fiat like

sharpshooters, olso - arméd’ with' 't.hl"

same venerable ﬂram. e, Y= p

When the word of .commangd
given they “make rﬁd"' ang "
alm,” but st the waed “fre!™ bt
trigger 18 pulled, “eséh man
“boom!" with that sublime Indiffer
ence to the ridlenbll'-ud -
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faith in - mlk&baw dlﬂt’:’

guishes the theaters,
Whien an nmcerms uu:l

discipline sud mum po"

gate, ". Immediately walks off, tor ita

When ‘an actor dles or s -mn Sn.
death scene, wriggling all over ' the'| °

| streets, pondering whethér. he-should

| bls head appn
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composed of acrobats, |t

ple opportunity to kill two birds with | n

behind a row squattiiig on their hdels |
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Found In

mnhnd Tague n! ﬂbnth Amho!;

N; J., had followea the advice of the

liuimllr gong and told unblu to
the p'leceman, - ﬁ 1& “have.
known so much' In the | i‘ﬁli but
he would have been & aight happler.

There had been n plight domestia' |’

unreasonable  jenlousy, secording to
hig wife, dnd o he was a-walking the

drown himselt or go home lml ﬂrn;;
his wife,
At thii m«hpladm mblnent LI

mm... o ther.be
ne At Mk

school; ona
long befpra tfhs.
sdllore.” " In his’)
touched many.
péoples, and & Wo
knowledge waa B
wind-worn ca
Tague's star

sheered off.
/That night
tired by a t
slept heavily,
basin of salt

hands in It
éd. For &4
n her spe

td. spont. She told all the anxious

ligtener wished (o' know of her life,

ore she met him and since. So
h, Indeed, that he stralghtway filed

a@ application for divorce.

Thta strange uncorking property of
; which we commend to the Inves-
ting eyo of Prof. Hyslop add Sir

(g,ver Lodge,, must be looked into nt

omee, It holds In the present ncom-

plete knowledge of it, too graat a

nace to all marrled men. The An-
clent Mariner didn't tell Tague how
bfine-affécted’ the masculing tongue,
and Tague:was too much: concernad
with {ts ‘effect on women' {0 yirestion’
hlm about it. Until {te absolute In-
ruousness- towards, man s ghown,
hiwever, husbands will have to walk’
rily.”  Of what availl ‘will”be the

of the sick friend, tha lodge meat-

1§, the unprecedented business activ-]

ity at the offige;

truth of any or all thése tales can: be
determined by a Jjudiclous souking of

Cléveland Léader.

" Tied Up the Galiaghers,

It bumped into old Willlam Gallagher
»f Cleveland. Mr. Gallagher was peace.
fully in bed when the bolt hit . his'}
domicile and the fluld complately
wrecked the iron bedstead in which
the old man and his wife were sleep
Ing. Worse than that it twisted the
clathes and the lron aboyt the couple
{n such eurlous faghion that they ware
agtuanlly tied In bed.,and, to save them-
sélves, conldn't get out, while the rain

mq; ally thelr shouts brought
the' ‘nelghborl and Gall And Mrs.
Gallagher- were released *from - old
and exhausted. . The bedstead with

4 curlous object of interest 1n..ﬂluo-
land to this day.

Her Chance to Come,

Mrs. Newllwed—! baked this cakn
this morning,
the reclpe Tor It.
Mr. Newllwed—Never mlml. dear;
Just bide your time and seme 'déy
you'll have ntem on her.—l'biiud-
ll\lll Fress. Vil v '
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Little Difference. -

Ong of the Atteches to the American

embaasy: at London tells & geod story

at the expense ol a ‘well-known jour-
nallst at the British’ capital.

‘of the late Bret Ha:

plete knowledge,
 gloting ‘article.

M'l.l “to-find -

‘Mmm- -mi

fracas because Tngue had shown an |

it the—ahem—un- |

the husbau<ly hands in salt water?— |

h

Lightning has played gome queer |
pranks, but about the funnfest joke |
& streak of ft ever got off was when |.

beat in nu them from the wreocked |

.

un'Nsybor Bavo éne ;

Heﬂrﬂlitloﬂu'

 printer; mﬁ whea it came mtnt:h!a .

l..n ,; ’fg

This &
to hhe fmml-:tjg H%gnﬂ
Co
o [ £ [}
the Laboratory agttl‘ meth
busingsd is honestiy destred
that the

It.mms thata
tion laaxta

and: Boo-
Iin.va they really got letters h'om
over one million, one hundred
thousand women cnrrespondanta?

proof that Lydia E.

Pinkham’a

cured t.ho these women ?

Jupiter's iron clutgh, wet pnd scared | BXpe

the clothes twisted about 1ts wides is | Vi

The, journalist: had  suddenly bum o
called umw'ﬂuuqhnummmq r

g
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nof’
of doing

Jtmeans |
re is not.hing about, the bus- *
imuwhiuh is not “open and above- |

rinanent invita- |
m oné to come

e t.nhlu Lompoundhaa i

d‘.
ble, I could get
Kidney
five years ago,
cly sald
5 & box.
you .
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